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Curling fans in the stands…
Unfortunately, spectators were not
allowed at any of our competitions this
season. But, for the curling “bubble” in
Calgary, Curling Canada filled the seats
with cardboard cut-outs of 500 fans,
providing a colourful back-drop to play.
Each individual fan paid for this, with the
proceeds going to support youth curling
programmes across Canada.
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Once again, it is my pleasure to introduce the World Curling
Federation’s Annual Review.
The first and perhaps most important duty for me is to pass on my best
wishes to all readers of this publication and members of the World
Curling family. In every corner of the globe, we have been affected by
the ongoing COVID-19 challenges. Many of us will have lost loved ones
among our families and friends due to this virus and to those I offer my
sincere condolences and sympathy.
As this Review of the 2020–2021 season notes, the work of the
Federation has continued in the past year. When I reflect on what has
been accomplished in these most trying of circumstances, I am so proud
of what everyone has done and achieved. We’ve coped so well with
everything that has been thrown at us and have come together as a
family, which is what curling is all about.
I’m sure you won’t be surprised when I tell you that the cost of COVID
is going to be huge. However, we have been prudent over the years and
as you can see in the financial section of this Review, we remain in a
fiscally sound position. We said last year when the COVID challenge first
emerged that we were ready for a rainy day. Sadly, it is still raining, but
we’re still coping.
With the Beijing 2022 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games
looming, our goal this year was to give our athletes a chance to qualify
on the ice rather than depend on any other system. This is how it
should be, and I’m delighted that this has been achieved. We have
so many people to thank and whose efforts allowed our qualifying
championships to go ahead.
Let me say a big “thank you” to Curling Canada and Alberta Health.
They rose to the challenge by taking the World Women’s Championship
into the “bubble” in Calgary when we had a problem with the event
due to take place in Europe. Everyone put their shoulders to the wheel
to ensure the Calgary events happened, which of course included our
athletes, who were hugely supportive and grateful for all the work
carried out on their behalf – another example of how the world of curling
is a real family affair.

We also wish to thank the Scottish Government, who allowed the World
Mixed Doubles in Aberdeen to take place and of course Curl Aberdeen
for the success of this championship. Twenty teams arrived from all over
the world and there were no issues, thanks to the discipline of everyone
involved in dealing with the restrictions.
The experienced organising team at Finland’s Kisakallio Sports
Institute in Lohja who, together with our athletes, adhered to stringent
COVID-related rules and protocols to allow the World Wheelchair-B
Championship to go ahead according to plan are also due our very
grateful thanks.
Everyone travelled to these venues safely, competed safely, and got
home safely… this was our biggest concern. Now we can conclude
the Olympic and Paralympic qualification process later in the year,
through the Wheelchair World Championship and the Olympic
Qualification Events.
As you can see in detail in these pages, the Federation’s development
work continued apace under the leadership of Scott Arnold, our Head of
Development. What we have achieved in terms of camps and courses is
by any standard and in any circumstances — never mind the challenges
of the world of COVID — first class. I know that Scott is held in high
regard by our partners at the World Academy of Sport and that the
uptake of our courses has been tremendous. Also, the help being given in
the field of development by our larger members to our smaller member
countries is excellent.

“

We said last

year when the
COVID challenge
first emerged that
we were ready for
a rainy day. Sadly,
it is still raining, but
we’re still coping.

I am delighted to hear of the opening of many new dedicated curling
facilities worldwide and make special mention to Queenstown, New
Zealand on the opening of the second dedicated facility in the country.
Finally, I would like to thank all the Commissions and our staff who
have worked tirelessly over the last 12 months to ensure the continuing
smooth and efficient running of our Federation.

Kate Caithness CBE, World Curling Federation President
World Curling Federation Annual Review 2020-2021
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Board

Staff
Colin Grahamslaw

Secretary General

Scott Arnold

Head of Development

Eeva Roethlisberger

Head of Competitions

Darrell Ell

Competitions and Development Officer (Retired June 2021)

Laura Mutch

Competitions and Development Officer (From August 2021)

Jiri Snitil

Competitions and Development Officer

Karri Willms

Competitions and Development Officer

Christopher Hamilton 	Head of Media
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Kate Kaithness CBE
Bent Ramsfjell
Graham Prouse
Hugh Millikin
Hew Chalmers MBE
Catherine Lindahl
Toyo Ogawa
Beau Welling
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President: Scotland, elected to 2022
Vice-President Europe: Norway, elected to 2023
Vice-President Americas: Canada, elected to 2021
Vice-President Pacific-Asia: Australia, elected to 2024
Board Director: Scotland, elected to 2021
Board Director: Sweden, elected to 2024
Board Director: Japan, elected to 2023
Board Director: United States, elected to 2022
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Mariann Bardocz-Bencsik

Media Officer (From September 2021)

Emily Dwyer

Media Officer

Richard Harding

Head of Broadcast

Sylvie Aubrit

Distribution, Booking and Servicing Manager

Belinda Bantle-Carboni

WCTV Production Manager

Liz Munro

Office Manager

Gill Amatt

Administrator

Thelma Black

Finance Controller

Susan Keith

Anti-Doping Officer

Rhona Howie

Equipment and Logistics Officer

Ashley Melville

IT Officer

Saskia Mueller-Gastell

Projects Officer

Key Facts

Kenya
become

second
African
Member
Association

YouTube
over

78,000

subscribers

390
Million

reach from all

social media content

Czech
Republic
qualified
for

Olympics
for the
first time

67
Member
Associations

Followers on

Weibo

doubled
to over

197,000
195,100,000

Niklas
Edin
record
time World

5

Champion

TV viewers
reached

world wide
Over

15

Million

website

page views
last season

1,200
registered
users in

First
Year
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COVID and
the World Curling
Federation

4

World Curling Federation Annual Review 2020-2021

COVID Test Stats
at Championships
World Men’s & World Women’s: 2,712
World Wheelchair-B:
351
World Mixed Doubles:
417
Total Tests:
3,480
Positive Results
World Men’s
Four false positives
Championship:
World Women’s
Two athletes &
Championship:
four broadcast crew
World Wheelchair-B
None
Championship:
World Mixed Doubles One false positive
Championship:

Throughout the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has brought
about unprecedented difficulties for individuals, families,
businesses, and organisations – regrettably, sometimes with
tragic consequences.
The World Curling Federation is no exception to this, with operations
and personnel all affected:
•	The key priority as the pandemic unfolded, was to do everything
possible to ensure the safety of competitors and others at
events. While also taking care of the well-being of staff and our
volunteers. As part of a global business, World Curling Federation
staff and volunteers have been used to working in changing
circumstances. However, the need to work from home has been
amplified in the past year, and it is to the credit of all staff that
the workings of the Federation have continued as smoothly as
they have.
•	Partnership working has been vital in mapping the Federation’s
way through the last few months. The event organisers of
Curling Canada’s “Bubble” in Calgary; in Lohja, Finland; and at
Curl Aberdeen in Scotland, as well as their local and national
authorities and agencies have all played vital roles in enabling
World Curling Championship events to go ahead.
•	The athletes involved in these events have also played their part,
always showing a good-natured willingness to make the best of
circumstances for the common good.
•	The financial “hit” to the Federation in dealing with this has been
substantial, with an estimated USD $400,000 spent on tests
and an overall “extra” accommodation and other item cost of
USD $350,000
•	Despite these additional costs, there have been savings on items
such as international travel to offset them.

Like the rest of the world, the Federation is now moving on to
recovery mode as the COVID situation subsides, and there are
many challenges and difficulties still to face. These include:
•	At all times, the need to ensure the way forward is safe,
reasonable, and responsible
•	The continuing likelihood of financial upheaval, including, for
example, unique insurance challenges
•	How to re-engage with fans and volunteers in ways that will
renew their positive experiences
•	The potential reluctance of communities to “host” events,
because of increased risk and uncertainty
•	The difficulties in identifying new venues for events, because
normal preparation work and visits cannot be carried out
Despite the challenges, the Federation remains in good
shape as it works its way through the pandemic challenges.
There has been significant and regular Member Association
consultation and the Federation’s robust financial position has
been a major benefit.
The way forward recognises that a completely risk-free operating
environment is a long way off, making the continuing assessment
of factors to recognise and mitigate risk an ongoing priority.

World Curling Federation Annual Review 2020-2021
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Operations
Staffing

Integrity

The last year has seen the World Curling Federation staff
undertake work from home instructions, and their resilience and
continued productivity is a credit to them all.

The World Curling Federation continues to work with the
International Olympic Committee’s Integrity Department to
monitor for irregular betting patterns associated with our major
curling events. The reports from their monitoring unit continue
to indicate no issues to be concerned with at this time. Over the
next few months education work will be step up as we approach
the Beijing 2022 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.

As events began to be staged again, a small number of staff
resumed their face-to-face event duties, ensuring the successful
delivery of four World Championships. In addition to the
championships, the staff have successfully help pilot the
delivery of many areas online, such as the continued roll out of
the World Curling Academy.
Retired Competitions and
Development Officer Darrell Ell

At the end of the season Darrell Ell announced his intention to
retire after nine years with the Federation. He takes with us
his best wishes for a long and happy retirement. He has left a
mark on the work of the Federation particularly through the
Business of Curling courses and the Olympic Celebration Tour.
Laura Mutch joined the Federation in August filling the vacant
Competitions and Development Officer position.
In the Media team, Christopher Hamilton was confirmed as
Head of Media having been in the role of Acting Head of Media
following Cameron MacAllister’s departure last season. Then at
the beginning of September this year, Mariann Bardocz-Bencsik
joined the Federation as a Media Officer returning the team to
three people.

Anti-Doping
It has been a busy period in Anti-Doping despite the
restrictions imposed by COVID. On 1 January 2021 the new
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) Code went live and with
it the revised World Curling Federation Anti-Doping Rules.
This concluded a significant piece of work to revise the old
Anti-Doping rules to bring them in line with the new Code.
The Federation’s new rules have been confirmed by WADA as
2021 Code Compliant.
The Federation have also moved forward in partnership with
the International Testing Authority (ITA) to review its Doping
Risk Assessment and Test Distribution Plans, to bring them in
line with the new 2021 Code requirements.
The new Test Distribution Plan will take effect from 1 October
2021 with a more scientific approach to decisions on who to
test and when. The Federation will also work with the ITA to
produce a new Anti-Doping Education Plan for the sport.
In June 2021, the Federation was subject to a WADA Audit,
something that all Anti-Doping Organisations can be subject
to at any time.
The Audit highlighted the World Curling Federation’s efficient
governance and organisational structures, and the dedicated
and committed staff. The Report recommended a number
of actions to further improve the Federation’s Anti-Doping
programme and it is expected that all the highlighted actions
will be completed by the end of 2021.
In terms of the actual anti-doping programme for the period
1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021, there were 12 “In Competition”
and 74 “Out of Competition” tests carried out.
From these tests there were 0 Adverse Analytical Findings
which led to 0 Anti-Doping Rule Violations. A total of five
Therapeutic Use Exceptions were authorised.
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Sweden’s Team Norberg claimed multiple
gold medals during their seven-year run
together, between 2003 and 2010. Their
winning streak began at the European Curling
Championships where they won gold in three
consecutive years — 2003, 2004, 2005 —
and once again in 2007. The team went on
to win their first World Women’s Curling
Championship in 2005 in Paisley, Scotland
and successfully defended their title in 2006
in Grande Prairie, Canada.
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• Builder:
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• Athlete:
Bernie Sparkes amassed a brilliant record
of achievements during his reign as one of
Canada’s premier curlers, including twelve
provincial men’s championships (for two
provinces — Alberta and British Columbia —
the first being in 1958 and the last in 1969),
three Canadian men’s championships and
three world championships.
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Johannes Jensen started curling in 1978 at
a small club in Copenhagen. He is one of the
founding members of the Tarnby Curling Club,
established in 1985. He was elected President
of the club in 1987, a position he still holds
today. The building permit for Denmark’s first
dedicated curling clubhouse was issued in
1998 and the new five-sheet Tarnby Curling
Club was completed and ready for use on 1
April 2000.
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Since it opened, the facility has hosted 16
World Curling Federation events, as well as
having an open door for curlers from many
countries. The Tarnby Curling Club now
has 400 members and hosts the biggest
Danish tournament – Tårnby Cup. It has been
extended by two more sheets, making it the
biggest in Denmark.
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Over the years, the club and its members have
received nine Danish awards for dedication,
leader skills, team results and upcoming
talent. Johannes Jensen himself has won local
leadership awards twice and also the Danish
Curling Association’s Medal of Honour.
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At the Olympic Winter Games 2006 in Turin,
the foursome defeated Switzerland in the gold
medal game to win Sweden’s first Olympic
gold medal in curling. Then, at the Vancouver
Olympics in 2010, they became the first team
to win back-to-back Olympic Games when
they stole the win in an extra end against
Canada.
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Johannes Jensen
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Before 2012, the Federation presented the World
Curling Freytag Award to recognise outstanding
contribution to the sport. From 2012, inductees into
the World Curling Hall of Fame have been presented
with the Freytag Medal to mark their induction.
The World Curling Freytag Award is a tribute
to the late Elmer Freytag of the United States
Curling Association, one of the prime movers in the
establishment of the World Curling Federation.
Previous winners of the Elmer Freytag Award and the
World Curling Freytag Award have all been inducted to
the World Curling Hall of Fame.
There are two classes of honour:
Curler: 	awarded to athletes who have achieved
extraordinary distinction, outstanding
results, and have demonstrated exceptional
sportsmanship and character, in curling.
Builder:	awarded to individuals who have accomplished
distinguished service and have made major
contributions to the development and
advancement of international curling.
Three new inductees were brought into the World
Curling Hall of Fame for 2021.
They were: Sweden’s Team Anette Norberg, with
members, Anette Norberg, Eva Lund, Cathrine Lindahl
and Anna Maria Svard (Le Moine); Canada’s Bernard
“Bernie” Leslie Sparkes; and Johannes Arthur Jensen
of Denmark.
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off-ice endeavours.

Bernie Sparkes
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Sweden’s Team Norberg

M

More information about the World Curling Hall of Fame,
including all recipients, can be found at worldcurling.org
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The cancellations of recent World Championships have precluded
presentations to all 2020 recipients, as well as to 2019 nominee
Mike Thomson (Scotland). These presentations will be made as
soon as is practicable, as will presentations to the 2021 recipients.
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Induction into the World Curling
Federation Hall of Fame is
the highest “non-playing”
honour that the World Curling
Federation can bestow on
someone. The award recognises
outstanding contribution to
the sport of curling, whether
through on-ice achievements or
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World Men’s
Curling Championship
BKT Tires & OK Tire World Men’s
Curling Championship 2021

MEDALLISTS
● S
 weden
Niklas Edin, (skip and fourth)
Oskar Eriksson (vice-skip and third)
Rasmus Wranaa (second)
Christoffer Sundgren (lead)
Daniel Magnusson (alternate)
● S
 cotland
Bruce Mouat (skip and fourth)
Grant Hardie (vice-skip and third)
Bobby Lammie (second)
Hammy McMillan (lead)
Ross Whyte (alternate
● S
 witzerland
Benoît Schwarz (vice-skip and
fourth)
Sven Michel (third)
Peter de Cruz (second and skip)
Valentin Tanner (lead)
Pablo Lachat (alternate)
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Calgary, Alberta, Canada: 2 – 11 April 2021
Originally allocated to the Canadian capital of
Ottawa, the BKT Tires & OK Tire World Men’s Curling
Championship 2021 became the first of two World
Curling Federation Championships to be held in the
specially developed curling “bubble” of the WinSport
Arena at Canada Olympic Park in Calgary.
This arrangement featured robust anti-COVID protocols
and arrangements, including stringent quarantine and
testing disciplines, but was held in the absence of fans at
the venue.
Under these special COVID-influenced arrangements,
the field for this championship was expanded to 14
teams — from the normal 13 — all qualified through a
ranking system which considered performances at
the Le Gruyère AOP European Curling Championships
2019, the Pacific-Asia Championships 2019, World
Qualification Event 2020, and existing world rankings.
In addition to deciding 2021’s world champions and
medallists, this event also determined the first six
qualifying nations for the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter
Games men’s team event.

World Curling Federation Annual Review 2020-2021

The 14 teams taking part were:
Canada, China, Denmark, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Korea, Netherlands, Norway, RCF, Scotland, Sweden,
Switzerland, and United States.
Following the Court of Arbitration of Sport’s decision on
17 December 2020 to uphold the two-year World AntiDoping Agency ban on the Russian Anti-Doping Agency,
the teams from Russia that had qualified for the World
Championships would be known as RCF. Additional
restrictions were imposed and those can be found on the
World Curling Federation website.
After 23 sessions of round-robin play, the top six teams
qualified for the play-off stage. The teams ranked first
and second — Sweden and RCF — qualified directly for
the semi-final games. Third-ranked United States
played Switzerland, the sixth-ranked team, in one
qualification game.
The fourth and fifth ranked teams, Canada and Scotland
respectively, faced each other in the second qualification
game. These six teams also qualified their National
Olympic Committees for the Beijing 2022 Olympic
Winter Games, joining hosts, China.
However, after the 4v5 qualification game featuring
Canada versus Scotland, the COVID-19 exit testing
protocol identified a number of positive tests among the
teams. This meant that competition was postponed until
further testing was held among the remaining teams.
Following the additional testing return of negative test
results from all athletes and officials, Switzerland faced
United States in the 3v6 Qualification Game.
In the eighth end of the 4v5 Qualification game featuring
Canada versus Scotland, Canada’s skip, Brendan
Bottcher, faced three Scottish stones when he came to
play his last shot. He played a nose-hit to score one point
and level the game at 3-3.
Then, in the ninth end, Scotland skip Bruce Mouat scored
two points to take a 5-3 lead into the tenth end. Scotland
controlled the tenth end, running the Canadians out of
stones for the 5-3 win that put them into the semi-finals,
against RCF.
The 3v6 Qualification Game between United States and
Switzerland was tied at 5-5 when the teams played the
ninth end. In that end, Switzerland’s fourth player Benoit

Schwarz had a straightforward draw to give his team a 7-5
lead going into the tenth end. In that end, United States
skip, John Shuster’s hit was too straight, only scoring one
point. After which, Switzerland won by 7-6 to progress to
the semi-final stage to face Sweden.
In the fifth end of his team’s semi-final against Switzerland,
Sweden’s skip, Niklas Edin, changed the game with a double
take-out to score five points and take a 7-3 lead. In the
eighth end, Switzerland’s Schwarz came up light with his
last stone to give Sweden a steal of three more points. The
Swiss then conceded, with the final score at 11-3, as the
Swedes kept their campaign to retain the world crown alive.
The other semi-final between Scotland and RCF was a
much tighter affair, that went all the way to the last stone
of the tenth end. In that tenth end, Scotland’s skip, Bruce
Mouat, played a draw to the four-foot ring for one point, a
5-3 win, and a place in the gold medal final.
In the bronze medal game between Switzerland and RCF,
the score was tied at 5-5 in the tenth end. Switzerland drew
their final stone to the button to score the one point, for a
6-5 win. This marks the fourth set of world bronze medals
won by this Swiss squad.
In the gold medal final between Scotland and Sweden,
the score was tied at 5-5 after eight ends. In the ninth end,
Sweden’s Edin played a double take-out on Scottish stones
while leaving his own in the house, to score five points and
take a 10-5 lead. The Scots immediately conceded to give
this Swedish team their third world title in a row, and, for
skip Niklas Edin, a fifth world crown overall.
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World Women’s
Curling Championship
LGT World Women’s Curling
Championship 2021

MEDALLISTS
● S
 witzerland
Alina Paetz (vice-skip and fourth)
Silvana Tirinzoni (skip and third)
Esther Neuenschwander (second)
Melanie Barbezat (lead)
Carole Howald (alternate)
● R
 CF
Alina Kovaleva (skip and fourth)
Yulia Portunova (third)
Galina Arsenkina (second)
Ekaterina Kuzmina (lead)
Maria Komarova (alternate)
● U
 nited States
Tabitha Peterson (skip and fourth)
Nina Roth (vice-skip and third)
Becca Hamilton (second)
Tara Peterson (lead)
Aileen Geving (alternate)
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Calgary, Alberta, Canada: 30 April – 9 May 2021
The LGT World Women’s Curling Championship 2021 was
originally allocated to Schaffhausen, Switzerland from 19–
28 March, but was cancelled due to complications caused by
the global pandemic. However, it was added as the last event
to be held in the curling “bubble” of the WinSport Arena at
Canada Olympic Park in Calgary.
In the bubble, athletes and event staff followed stringent
COVID-19 protocols, including quarantine periods and frequent
testing, while the event went ahead without spectators inside
the venue.
For this season only, the championship field was expanded
from 13 to 14 teams. All teams qualified through a ranking
system which considered performances at the Le Gruyère
AOP European Curling Championships 2019, the Pacific-Asia
Championships 2019, World Qualification Event 2020, and
existing world rankings.
With the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games less than
one year away, this event would also determine the first six
qualifying National Olympic Committees within the women’s
team event, to join hosts China in the Olympic field.
The 14 teams taking part were: Canada, China, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, RCF, Scotland,
Sweden, Switzerland, and United States.
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Following the Court of Arbitration of Sport’s decision on 17
December 2020 to uphold the two-year World Anti-Doping
Agency ban on the Russian Anti-Doping Agency, the teams from
Russia that had qualified for the World Championships would
be known as RCF. Additional restrictions were imposed and
those can be found on the World Curling Federation website.
Before play began, COVID-19 testing produced two positive
tests among the German team. This situation qualified as an
example “extenuating circumstance” under Rule C2(k) of the
Rules of Curling and Rules of Competition which allowed the
three German players who had consistently returned negative
tests to compete in the Championship.
Several days into the championship a number of positive
COVID-19 tests were returned among the event’s broadcast
crew. This caused a session postponement and suspension
of television coverage during the event. However, after
adjustments, the competition programme was completed on
schedule and the safety of athletes and officials was
maintained throughout.
Switzerland achieved the rare feat of scoring an 8-ender
on the way to a 13-4 win in their round robin game against
Denmark. This marked the first ever 8-ender scored at a World
Championship.

After round-robin play, the six play-off qualifiers (who also all
qualified for the Beijing 2022 Games) were: Canada, Denmark,
RCF, reigning Olympic champions Sweden, defending champions
Switzerland, and United States.
Switzerland topped the standings and moved directly to the semifinals, as did second-placed RCF. In the play-off games, Sweden
beat Canada, by 8-3, in the 3v6 Qualification game to face RCF
in the semi-finals, while United States beat Denmark in the 4v5
Qualification Game, by 8-7, to face Switzerland.
Switzerland and RCF emerged victorious from the semi-finals.
Switzerland beat United States, by 7-3, while RCF were 8-7
winners over Sweden.
Sweden and United States then played each other for bronze
medals. United States defeated Sweden, by 9-5, to win the firstever American bronze medals at this Championship.
The gold medal final between RCF and Switzerland featured five
blank ends. Switzerland made the key break-through in the fourth
end, when their fourth player Alina Paetz played a controlledweight double take-out to score two points and give her team a
3-1, lead on their way to a 4-2 victory.

World Curling Federation Annual Review 2020-2021
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World Mixed Doubles
Curling Championship 2021

MEDALLISTS
● Scotland
Jennifer Dodds (female)
Bruce Mouat (male)
● Norway

Kristin Skaslien (female)
Magnus Nedregotten (male)
● Sweden
Almida de Val (female)
Oskar Eriksson (male)

World Mixed Doubles
Curling Championship
Aberdeen, Scotland: 17 – 23 May 2021
International curling came home to the nation of its birth
when the World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship
2021 was played in Curl Aberdeen, Scotland.
This was the thirteenth edition of this championship and
the first occasion when this event was not an open-entry
format. A record 48 teams took part in 2019, and from
them, teams representing 20 Member Associations
earned their qualification for this event.
Opened in 2005, Curl Aberdeen is a purpose built, state
of the art curling facility situated in the North-East of
Scotland. The club has already successfully staged the
European Curling Championships 2009, the World Junior
Curling Championships 2018, and the World Mixed
Curling Championship 2019.
In order for this competition to be played and to
keep players and officials safe, special COVID-secure
procedures were developed in consultation with the
Scottish government and relevant authorities.
Divided into two round-robin groups, the 20 teams were:
Group A: Australia, Canada, Czech Republic, Spain,
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Korea, RCF and Scotland.
Group B: China, England, Estonia, Finland, Japan, Norway,
New Zealand, Switzerland, Sweden and United States.

Following the Court of Arbitration of Sport’s decision on 17
December 2020 to uphold the two-year World Anti-Doping Agency
ban on the Russian Anti-Doping Agency, the teams from Russia that
had qualified for the World Championships would be known as RCF.
Additional restrictions were imposed and those can be found on the
World Curling Federation website.
Round-robin play determined the top three teams from each
Group would move onto the play-offs. These were, from Group A:
Scotland, Canada and Italy; and from Group B: Sweden, Norway
and Switzerland.
As Group leaders, Scotland and Sweden moved directly to the semifinals. In the quarter-finals, Canada beat Switzerland, by 7-6, after
an extra end, while Norway were 7-5 winners over Italy.
Despite these losses, Switzerland and Italy both had the substantial
consolation of qualifying their National Olympic Committees for the
Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games mixed doubles event, along
with the four semi-finalists.
Seven places in the Olympic line-up — alongside hosts China — were
available from this event. In a dramatic challenge game between the
two fourth-placed round-robin Group teams, Czech Republic beat
United States, by 8-6, to give Czech curling its first-ever Olympic
participation.
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At the foot of the standings in games between the second- and
third-last placed Group teams, Hungary beat Finland, by 10-4, while
Japan were 7-5 winners over Korea.
This means that Hungary and Japan secured the last of sixteen
qualification places for next year’s World Championship, while
Finland will join Korea in relegation alongside Estonia and Spain,
who had each earlier finished at the bottom of their
round-robin Groups.
In the semi-finals, Norway defeated defending champions Sweden,
by 7-6, with a single-point steal, while Scotland also had a single
point steal in the last end of the other semi-final, to beat Canada,
by 7-4.
Sweden took the early advantage in the bronze medal game, scoring
four points against Canada in the first end. Canada then conceded
the game in the eighth end, to allow Sweden to claim the bronze
medals, with a 7-4 win.
The gold medal final between Norway and Scotland saw the
Norwegians take a 5-3 lead into the fourth-end break. However,
a score of three points in the seventh end gave the Scots an 8-7
lead. Then, in the eighth end, an umpire’s measure confirmed that
Scotland had stolen one more point for a 9-7 victory, giving them
the gold medals and the world title.

World Curling Federation Annual Review 2020-2021
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WORLD

WHEELCHAIR-B CURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP

FINLAND 10 APR- 15 APR 2021

World Wheelchair-B
Championship 2020

MEDALLISTS
● U
 nited States
Matt Thums (skip and fourth)
Stephen Emt (vice skip and third)
David Samsa (second)
Pam Wilson (lead)
Batoyun Uranchimeg (alternate)
● S
 witzerland
Eric Decorvet (skip and fourth)
Hans Burgener (vice-skip and third)
Francoise Jaquerod (second)
Laurent Kneubuehl (lead)
Patrick Delacretaz (alternate)
● Italy
Egidio Marchese (vice-skip
and fourth)
Orietta Berto (third)
Fabrizio Bich (second)
Angela Menardi (skip and lead)
Matteo Ronzani (alternate)
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World Wheelchair-B
Curling Championship
Lohja, Finland: 10 - 15 April 2021
Ten teams took part in the World Wheelchair-B Curling
Championship 2020 — which had been postponed
until April 2021 — with three places in the World
Championship set to be held in October up for grabs.

Italy then took bronze medals with an 8-4 win over
Germany. United States defeated Switzerland, 4-3, to
win the gold medals, thanks to a single-point steal in
the final end.

The ten teams were: Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland,
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Switzerland, Turkey
and United States.

The World Wheelchair Curling Championship 2021
is the final competition at which qualification points
for the Beijing 2022 Paralympic Winter Games can
be earned. This championship will also act as a Test
Event for the Beijing 2022 Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games and will take place in the Ice Cube in
October 2021.

As was the case at the other three World Curling
Championships held in early 2021, this event took
place subject to strict COVID related rules and
protocols, managed by the organising team of Finland’s
Kisakallio Sports Institute.
There were fourteen sessions of round-robin play, with
the top four teams emerging to contest the semifinals. Switzerland led the standings, undefeated with
a perfect 9-0 record, and they faced fourth-placed
Germany in one semi-final, while second-placed
Italy played third-placed United States in the other.
Switzerland beat Germany, 8-2, while United States
were 6-5 winners over Italy after an extra end.
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Olympic and
Paralympic
Qualification
As well as being championships in their own right, the 2021 World
Championships — for women, men, mixed doubles and wheelchair
curlers — acted as qualification events for the Beijing 2022 Olympic and
Paralympic Winter Games.
In both men’s and women’s events, the teams ranked in the top six gained
qualification slots for their National Olympic Committees to the Games.

Women

In the LGT World Women’s Curling Championship 2021, the qualifiers
were: (in finishing order) world champions Switzerland, RCF, United States,
Sweden, Denmark, and Canada. As Olympic hosts, China has also been
allocated a place in the line-up. With ten teams set to compete in the Games,
another three spaces will be available for the best performers at the Olympic
Qualification Event 2021, to be held in the Netherlands in December.
To be eligible to take part in the Olympic Qualification Event 2021, National
Federations must have been scheduled to take part in the cancelled 2020
World Championship, the 2021 World Championship, or finish in the top two
positions at the Pre-Olympic Qualification Event 2021 women’s competition,
being staged in Turkey in October.

Men

In the BKT Tires & OK Tire World Men’s Curling Championship 2021 the
qualifiers were: (in finishing order) world champions Sweden, Scotland
(Great Britain), Switzerland, RCF, United States, and Canada. As Olympic
hosts, China has also been allocated a place in the line-up. With ten
teams set to compete, another three spaces will be available for the best
performers at the Olympic Qualification Event 2021, to be held in the
Netherlands in December.
To be eligible to take part in the Olympic Qualification Event 2021, National
Federations must have been scheduled to take part in the cancelled 2020
World Championship, the 2021 World Championship, or finish in the top
two positions at the Pre-Olympic Qualification Event 2021 men’s team
competition, being staged in Turkey in October.

Mixed Doubles

In mixed doubles, the top seven teams at the World Mixed Doubles
Curling Championship 2021 qualified. They were: (in finishing order)
world champions Scotland (Great Britain), Norway, Sweden, Canada, Italy,
Switzerland, and Czech Republic. Hosts China are also in the Olympic line-up,
leaving the final two places available from the Olympic Qualification Event
2021, in the Netherlands, in December.
To be eligible to take part in the Olympic Qualification Event 2021, National
Federations must have been scheduled to take part in the cancelled 2020

Czech Joy!
World Championship, the 2021 World Championship, or finish in the top
three positions at the Pre-Olympic Qualification Event 2021 mixed doubles
competition, being staged in Turkey in October.

Seven places in next year’s Olympic Mixed Doubles
event were up for grabs at the World Mixed Doubles
Curling Championship 2021 in Aberdeen.

Wheelchair

In a dramatic play-off game between United States
and Czech Republic — the two teams that finished
fourth in the round-robin groups — it was Czech
Republic who emerged victorious, by 8-6, to grab
the seventh slot and give Czech Curling its first-ever
Olympic participation.

In the wheelchair curling event of the Beijing 2022 Paralympic Winter games,
China qualifies automatically as the host.
The remaining 11 places will be offered to the National Paralympic
Committees of the Member Associations of the World Curling Federation
who have gained the most qualifying points from the World Wheelchair
Curling Championships held in 2019, 2020, and 2021.
The last of these, the World Wheelchair Curling Championship 2021, will
be held in the Olympic and Paralympic venue, the Ice Cube, in Beijing, China
in October.
Editor’s Note: All qualification points earned by Scotland in competition are
allocated to Great Britain.

Amid their celebrations Czech Republic female
player Zuzana Paulova said: “This is huge for us, and
the Czech Federation will be very happy. It’s hard
to believe that we’ll be ambassadors for the sport.”
About the game itself, her male partner Tomas Paul
said: “We wanted to make sure we had a power-play
in the last end and it worked.”

World Curling Federation Annual Review 2020-2021
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Development
While the 2020–2021 World Curling Federation
competition programme has been curtailed by the
restrictions forced on everyone due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the Federation’s development activities
have been able to expand and flourish. In many
cases, previous ways of working have had to be
adapted to suit the peculiar circumstances of the
situation the world finds itself in.
The Federation’s development work is led by Scott
Arnold, the World Curling Federation’s Head of
Development. In recent times, he has led the partnership
of the World Curling Federation and the respected
World Academy of Sport, a global leader in
international sport education. With offices in England,
Australia, and Switzerland, World Academy of Sport
works with the Olympics, Paralympics and International
Sporting Federations.
President Kate Caithness has recently joined the World
Academy of Sport’s International Advisory Board, where
she sits alongside other international sports leaders,
academics, and administrators, providing independent
advice and strategic direction.
The partnership between the World Curling Federation
and the World Academy of Sport uses the umbrella
brand of the “World Curling Academy”, which went
live in November 2019. The Academy’s aim is to help
Member Associations expand and grow through
providing education programmes covering areas
specifically needed by curling.
A major part of the World Curling Academy partnership’s
success and effectiveness has been the development
and use of online tools and courses.
So far these include:
• Two ice technician courses
• One coaching course
• One umpiring course
• One rules course
•	Ten instructional videos on how to use floor curling
as a starter route into the sport.
Three more coaching courses, including one specific to
wheelchair curling, and one umpiring course are due to
be released.
16
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Currently, almost 1,300 people are registered on
the Academy and as Scott Arnold explained, “our
programme is ahead of schedule by almost one year
because we’ve been able to re-purpose people working
from home and not being as involved in competition
work as normal.”
Arnold continued, “67 different countries are now
registered. These include a number of countries that
are not Members of the Federation at this time. The
online platform has allowed us to reach places like Kenya
and Nigeria, allowing them a quicker onboarding to the
sport. We know we’re not going to get there physically
for a while, so having online resource is allowing us to
work with members that we currently couldn’t reach.”
The World Curling Academy is also offering an Athlete
Pathway Programme to support national federations
with the development of athlete pathways and strategic
development planning.
“We did this last year ‘live’ in Estonia, and we have just
completed it online with six member associations –
Kyrgyzstan, Luxemburg, Kosovo, Nigeria, Turkmenistan,
and Kenya” added Arnold.
Arnold then expanded, “The online courses allow
individuals to learn professionally-developed and
trusted content in a form that is accessible and suitable
for online learning, with students working at their own
pace”. He added, “these courses have been translated
into Japanese and Russian. The platform allows for this
to happen seamlessly and we look forward to adding
more languages in the future.
“This all means we can now offer a consistent
educational delivery throughout and everybody
around the world will have access to the same levels
of education – something we’ve not been able to
offer before”.
Each certification pathway has four steps: online, inperson course, assessment, and technical hours that
need to be completed in practical sessions. Once this is
complete, an individual can become certified, and this
certification route can help in the process of identifying
individuals’ skills and levels in the selection process for
new roles and programmes.

Scott Arnold

The World Curling Academy content has been
developed through funding from the World Curling
Federation, the International Olympic Committee, and
the International Paralympic Committee. There are
course charges for participating students, who can
often recoup costs through grants from governments,
governing bodies, and other agencies. These payments
allow the site to be maintained and up-dated, and are
gradually making the whole programme self-sufficient
and therefore sustainable.
Arnold explained, “We’re now at a point where we can
start to work directly with Member Associations and
help the new ones in ways that we couldn’t do before.
We have a Curriculum Advisory Group, drawn from our
bigger member Associations, who were all really happy
to help with content and manpower.
Looking forward, Arnold added, “We’re now collecting
data from our Member Associations to help them
understand their current demographic situation and
how it compares regionally and globally. Gathering that
data will help our development work be more effective
and targeted in the future.”
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The Work of the Commissions

Despite the impact

Governance Commission

Athlete’s Commission

Structural Review Group

of COVID, the World

Chair: Bent Ramsfjell – Norway

Chair: Nolan Thiessen – Canada

Chair: Beau Welling - United States

•	Two new members have been appointed to the
Governance Commission - Alison Arthur (England)
and Sergio Mitsuo Vilela (Brazil)

•	The Athlete’s Commission has continued active
participation in a number of groups, including the
Maximising the Value Group, the Competition and
Rules Commission, and the World Curling Team
Ranking System Group.

• Reviewed the Board structure

Curling Federation’s
specialist commissions,
committees and
working groups have
continued their work.
Highlights of that work
are listed here:

•	The commission has reviewed a number of
constitutional amendments put forward by the
Structural Review Group
•	A new Disciplinary Sanctions Policy has been
worked on - other policies are to be reviewed, for
example Child Protection/Safeguarding
•	In the absence of evidence showing that Poland
- who’s membership is currently suspended - is
resolving outstanding governance issues, the
Commission has reluctantly recommended to the
Board that Poland’s membership is withdrawn at
this year’s Annual General Assembly

Technical Commission

Competition and Rules
Commission

•	Acted as advisory group to deal with numerous Ice
and Building Technical issues presented by Member
Associations

Chair: Toyo Ogawa – Japan
•	Completed development of the Ice Technician
courses within the World Curling Academy
•	Completion of Building a Modern Curling Facility –
Guidelines for Supplier Procurement document

Chair: Hugh Millikin – Australia

• Completion of Site Visit Questionnaire

•	This Commission has concentrated on adapting
rules and policies to work in the COVID
environment

Nominations Committee

•	Work has carried on in the re-shaping of the
Pan-Continental Curling Championship proposal

• Reviewed the process for nominations to the Board

•	The addition of two more female representatives to
the commission - Susan Kesley (Scotland) and Katja
Kiiskinen (Finland)

18

•	Planning is underway by this Commission to create
and develop webinars for athletes to create greater
awareness of events and needs
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Chair: Hew Chalmers - Scotland
•	Interviewed and vetted candidates for the 2021
Board elections
•	Developed an initial pipeline of candidates for
future elections

• Proposed new rules for gender equality
•	Proposed changes to modernise the Federation’s
constitution

Maximising the Value Group
Chair: Graham Prouse - Canada
•	Conducted wide ranging fan survey and consulted a
variety of stakeholders
• Collated data relating to the length of the game
• Proposed trial rules to enhance the game

Broadcast
This season was the most difficult yet for World
Curling TV (WCTV), with the pandemic ensuring
that all championships involving television
coverage were cancelled with the exception of
the World Men’s Curling Championship, the World
Women’s Championship, and the World Mixed
Doubles Championship.
The World Men’s Curling Championship took place in
the Calgary “bubble”, and involved TV crews from both
WCTV and Canadian broadcaster TSN.
For world championships staged in Canada, WCTV
has a close working relationship with TSN. This
involves WCTV producing games for our broadcast
partners around the world from one of the four sheets
of ice from every round-robin session. To fulfil this
demand, WCTV needs to hire one crew to produce an
average of two games each day and a second crew for
a shorter period to cover the extra games in the
round-robin stage.
TSN produce all games involving Canada, which in the
championship this season, was 13 games. They have
some spare capacity during the sessions not involving
Canada and we requested that they produced some
games for WCTV to allow a few more games to be
offered to our worldwide TV partners.
Our partners at NHK in Japan requested coverage of
all Japan games in the round-robin and we managed to
broadcast most of these.
NBC in the United States took coverage of most of
the games in the round-robin for their NBC Sports
Network (NBCSN) or their Olympic Channel. We
provided several games in the round-robin involving
the United States team. Unfortunately, the pandemic
has meant that NBCSN will close down permanently at
the end of 2021, and this will certainly reduce curling
programmes in the United States from 2022.
Our partners at Eurosport took later stages of the
World Men’s Championship and CCTV in China also
took games involving China. However, neither China
nor Japan reached the final stages of the Men’s World
Championship, and this curtailed demand for coverage.

Because of COVID challenges, games had to be
rescheduled with less than a day’s warning, which
meant broadcasters had to try to find time in their
schedules at very short notice. This caused disruption,
and resulted in losing live coverage and a loss of
audience due to the time of the Final in territories
outside North America.
The World Women’s Championship was rescheduled
at fairly short notice to the Calgary “bubble”.
This therefore involved re-programming especially for
NBC, TSN and Eurosport. We knew that the dates of
the World Women’s Championship in Calgary would
cause scheduling problems for broadcasters, and this
resulted in reduced hours of live curling in almost all
territories.
At the World Women’s Championship instances of
COVID infections inside the bubble involving WCTV
crew members caused severe disruption to the
planned coverage from day two. The WCTV crew
remained in isolation in their hotel until the play-off
games commenced over the final weekend. This
situation lost a lot of coverage from the event.
The World Mixed Doubles Championship was staged
in Aberdeen, Scotland in mid-May. The rescheduling
of this championship to such a late date meant
less broadcaster interest. With travel restrictions
disallowing travel from Canada to the UK for our
regular experienced crew, a local production was put in
place using a crew from Scotland who, in many cases,
were unfamiliar with curling.
Despite the challenges of the season, some highlights
were:
• WCTV output was used in over 50 countries
•	195,100,000 viewers were reached across
the three World Championship events
•	Despite the difficulties, and the loss of two
broadcast events, global television audience
only reduced by 29%
•	The World Mixed Doubles Championship is
gaining acceptance globally and in Canada
and continues to be a good event to drive the
development of the sport.
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Media
Entering into the 2020–2021 season the media team
faced a number of challenges.
With four championships in the 2020–2021 season
bringing logistical complications in sending staff and
contractors internationally, the coverage of the World
Women’s, Men’s and Mixed Doubles Championships
saw reduced staff numbers attempting to produce the
standard level of content that has been provided in
previous years.
The World Men’s Curling Championship saw the largest
media team on the ground, with four team members
working in the Calgary “bubble”, with remote support
when necessary.
The change in location for the World Women’s Curling
Championship meant that various team members
initially scheduled to work the event in Switzerland were
no longer able to attend once it was moved to Calgary.
The COVID lockdown at the beginning of the
championship, added to other restrictions brought
into place at the same time, meant a smaller team than
anticipated was onsite. One contractor brought in the
day the championship began increased the team in the
bubble to three people, while others provided remote
support where possible.
The second COVID lockdown during the round-robin
stage of the championship removed the possibility
of broadcast coverage, which in turn required a vast
increase in multi-media content production from the
media team on the ground.
No journalists were allowed onsite for any of the
season’s championships. Because of this, the
Federation’s website and social media channels become
fundamental resources for media and curling fans alike.
This is highlighted by the significant growth of the
Federation’s social channels, specifically, the over 100
per cent follower increase of the Sina Weibo channel in
only its second year. It remains the Federation’s largest
channel with over 197,000 followers. The Federation’s
website and live scoring service also received over 15
million page views throughout the course of the season.
To allow journalists access to players for post-game
interviews, a Zoom press conference service was
implemented for the World Men’s and Women’s
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championships, with the vast majority of journalists
taking advantage of the service from Canada and Japan.
The World Mixed Doubles saw the team on the ground
provide a flash quotes service for various members of
the press.
Despite the challenges from the season, the Federation
was able to supply a high standard of coverage, with
a significant engagement from curling fans and media
throughout the season.
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the Sports Media
Trainee Programme was cancelled for the season, and
will not be returning in the 2021–2022 season. However,
the programme will be evaluated fully throughout the
year with the intention of relaunching it again for the
2022–2023 season.
Looking ahead to our Olympic year, we are delighted to
be able to bring a second Media Officer onboard and we
welcome Mariann Bardocz-Bencsik into the team on a
permanent basis after many years as a freelancer.

The Media Officers will now have a geographical split
in responsibilities, with Emily Dwyer becoming the
primary media contact for our Americas and Pacific-Asia
Member Associations, while Mariann will become the
European Member Association’s primary media contact.
Both Media Officers will be tasked with developing
relationships with press officers and journalists within
their respective zonal responsibilities. This will ensure
that we can best serve our members and grow the
exposure in a vitally important year for the sport.
With Beijing 2022 on the horizon, our fundamental
aim is to educate the new curling audience and take
advantage of the increased attention and visibility
curling receives during and after the Games.

Marketing and Sponsorship

The 2020-2021 season continued to be a challenge
for sponsorship and marketing, due to the
cancellation of all but four World Curling events.
The World Curling Federation worked closely with its
marketing partners — Infront and Curling Canada — to
keep all of the existing sponsors on board and extend
contracts to cover events that had been cancelled.
The staging of the Men’s and Women’s World
Championships in the Calgary bubble allowed the
existing World Championship contracts to be fulfilled
and we thank our partners for their flexibility given the
challenges that were faced.

While the revenues from the World Men’s Curling
Championship remained at the expected levels, the
change in date and location for the World Women’s,
coupled with the loss of broadcast for a number of
days, reduced the income level for that event by 30
per cent compared to a normal year.
The hope for the upcoming season is that we will
see all events able to be staged and that a return to
pre-pandemic sponsorship levels can be expected.
Currently, both the European Curling Championships
2021 and the World Men’s Curling Championship
2022 are sold out.
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Fiscal
The events of the
2020–2021 season were
exceptional and have
had a significant impact
on the Federation’s
financial results.

It is difficult to offer any comparison to budget or the previous
year, given the unique nature of the season. For example, the
budget for the season was set in February 2020 prior to the
impact of COVID-19.
As the pandemic developed throughout the spring and summer of
2020, the Board of the World Curling Federation took decisive, early
action, to cancel all of its competitions and other activities for the
first half of the season. The Federation then prioritised development
activities by accelerating the implementation of the online World
Curling Academy platform.
The final positive financial results can be partially attributed to these
swift decisions.
There are a number of other significant items to note:
•	An additional income of over USD $1M was generated through
the sale of investments held by the World Curling Federation.
It is the policy of the World Curling Federation to only include
realised gains/losses into the profit and loss account when sold.
The sale of investments is a normal activity at this point in the
Olympic cycle with just over USD $5M of the monies received
from the PyeongChang Olympic Winter Games being allocated
to this season.
•	Significant savings were made through the cancellation of
all competitions in the first half of the season. This decision
generated savings not only in competitions but also in
broadcasting and travel expenses. There was some lost income
associated with these cancellations relating to sponsorship and
broadcast revenues, but the savings exceeded the lost revenue,
and it is pleasing to note that all existing sponsors have been
retained for next season.

22

World Curling Federation Annual Review 2020-2021

•	The moving of the 2020 Congress and all face-to-face meetings
online generated a saving of just under USD $300K in
governance costs.
•	COVID related costs have been listed separately. This covers
testing costs, additional accommodation for quarantine
requirements and other costs associated with running events
during the pandemic. The four events that took place during
April and May 2021 incurred COVID costs of approximately
USD $750K. The events that did run were able to secure
significant levels of funding from national authorities keen to
promote the running of safe events and it is thanks to this support
that these COVID costs were not significantly higher.
These items contributed to a surplus for the season of just under
USD $2M which is added to the reserves of the World Curling
Federation, which now equate to around 16 months operation
assuming a normal expenditure of around USD $8M per annum.
On the Balance Sheet, the World Curling Federation accepted
requests for extensions of existing loans on a number of current
agreements to allow for the loss of business from the pandemic.
With the exception of two loans already agreed with the United
States Curling Association, the facility loan programme was put on
hold pending a return to normal business conditions.

Income and expenditure account

Balance Sheet

For the year ended 30th June 2021

For the year ended 30th June 2021

2021
2020
USD $
USD $
Income			

2021
2020
USD $
USD $
Fixed Assets			
Tangible fixed assets
1,538,371
1,623,205
Investments
10,445,761
13,897,791
		
11,984,132
15,520,996

Membership subscriptions
39,850
39,350
IOC monies
5,277,655
5,386,766
Marketing fees
636,614
355,792
Bank interest
850
18,375
Dividend income
117,107
159,717
World Cup income
—
—
Realised profits on investments
1,069,131
373,563
Rights fees
—
25,414
Programs and services clinics
45,244
80,300
Miscellaneous income
66,204
84,363
Gain on capital assets
—
6,369
Broadcasting
820,234
176,022
			
8,072,889
6,706,031

Other Assets			
Stock
295,350
137,584
Debtors and prepayments – due after one year
1,765,054
1,759,282
2,060,404

1,896,866

Current Assets			
Debtors and prepayments – due within one year
2,429,700
1,380,731
Cash and cash equivalents
1,249,049
1,671,619

3,678,749
3,052,350
			

Expenditure
Board expenses & congress
80,066
371,187
Standing/ad hoc committee expenses
—
44,921
Operations
1,620,464
1,651,560
Programs and services – development
397,544
533,589
Programs and services – facilities and technical
1,161
18,950
Programs and services – other
66,840
119,812
Competitions
190,814
714,242
World Cup
—
38,259
Finance
21,344
21,438
International and corporate relations
(1,251)
(4,218)
Media expenses
343,644
302,187
Administrative expenses
61,225
6,420
Marketing
591,180
371,968
Broadcasting
1,908,940
1,745,438
Bad debts
—
—
Olympic Games
681
75,266
World Anti–Doping Agency
61,722
71,671
Loss on foreign exchange transactions
6,419
134,919
COVID costs
723,180
—
			
6,073,973

6,217,609

Surplus for the Year

1,998,916

488,422

Reserves Brought Forward

9,228,680

8,740,258

Reserves Carried Forward

11,227,596

9,228,680

Current Liabilities			
Creditors and accruals
6,495,689
6,060,937
			

Net Current Liabilities
(2,796,879)
(3,008,937)
			

Total Assets Less Current Liabilities
11,227,596
14,409,275
			

Long Term Liabilities
—
5,180,595
			
Total Assets Less Total Liabilities

11,227,596

9,228,680

11,227,596

9,228,680

Represented by:
Retained reserves
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World Rankings
These tables represent the most recent Member Associations
rankings in the various championship events.
Because the World Curling Federation was able to stage the
women’s, men’s, and mixed doubles world championships, those
ranking tables reflect performances that include results from 2021.
The World Wheelchair Curling Championship 2021 will take place in
October in Beijing, China. As such, those rankings currently remain
the same as last year and will be updated following the championship
in October 2021.
No mixed championship took place this season, so that ranking table
has not changed since the 2019–2020 season.
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Mixed
Member Association

Wheelchair
Points

+/-

Member Association

Points

+/-

1

Canada

88.182

0

1

China

80.714

0

2

Scotland

60.568

1

2

Norway

67.679

0

3

Norway

59.045

1

3

Russia

64.167

1

4

Russia

52.273

-2

4

Canada

61.488

2

5

Germany

50.053

5

5

Korea

55.833

-2

6

Sweden

36.780

-1

6

Scotland/Great Britain

50.238

-1

7

Korea

36.455

6

7

Switzerland

37.857

0

8

Switzerland

36.386

0

8

Sweden

36.536

4

9

Spain

35.636

-3

9

Slovakia

34.821

-1

10

Turkey

32.295

-1

10

Germany

25.417

-1

11

Czech Republic

31.386

-4

11

United States of America

21.071

-1

12

Denmark

27.053

2

12

Latvia

20.381

2

13

Hungary

25.682

3

13

Finland

18.810

-2

14

United States of America

18.182

-2

14

Estonia

18.226

-1

15

Estonia

16.455

-4

15

Czech Republic

10.595

0

16

Poland

16.364

2

16

England

8.631

0

17

Slovakia

15.348

5

17

Italy

8.607

0

18

Japan

15.091

-3

18

Slovenia

8.429

3

19

Ireland

12.848

10

19

Denmark

7.452

0

20

Belarus

12.621

3

20

Turkey

7.250

3

21

Finland

12.121

-2

21

Poland

6.560

-3

22

Italy

10.742

-2

22

Japan

6.262

-2

23

England

10.462

2

23

Lithuania

5.476

-1

24

Slovenia

10.265

-3

24

Hungary

2.143

2

25

Wales

8.742

1

25

Israel

0.952

-1

Women
Member Association

Men
Points

+/-

Mixed Doubles
Member Association

Points

+/-

Member Association

Points

+/-

1

Sweden

81.013

0

1

Sweden

93.249

0

1

Canada

81.857

0

2

Switzerland

66.456

2

2

Switzerland

69.937

2

2

Switzerland

66.799

0

3

Korea

62.025

-1

3

Canada

69.726

-1

3

Norway

57.410

1

4

Russia

60.549

2

4

United States of America

65.295

-1

4

Sweden

46.498

4

5

Canada

59.124

-2

5

Scotland/Great Britain

61.023

0

5

United State of America

42.954

-2

6

United States of America

52.848

2

6

Japan

39.715

0

6

China

39.736

-1

7

Japan

47.099

-2

7

Norway

39.161

0

7

Scotland/Great Britain

37.579

5

8

Scotland/Great Britain

46.677

-1

8

Italy

37.658

1

8

Korea

34.678

-1

9

China

39.504

0

9

Korea

33.070

-1

9

Russia

30.670

-3

10

Denmark

31.646

0

10

Russia

29.325

1

10

Czech Republic

30.248

0

11

Germany

21.624

1

11

Germany

20.622

1

11

Finland

26.524

-2

12

Czech Republic

20.464

-1

12

Denmark

20.190

-2

12

Japan

20.754

-1

13

Italy

14.241

0

13

Netherlands

18.302

1

13

Italy

20.491

5

14

Latvia

11.213

1

14

China

18.038

-1

14

Australia

19.335

-1

15

Finland

10.976

-1

15

Poland

10.011

3

15

Hungary

16.988

0

16

Estonia

10.654

3

16

Czech Republic

9.916

0

16

Estonia

14.109

-2

17

Norway

10.496

-1

17

England

9.019

6

17

Turkey

12.089

-1

18

Turkey

9.926

-1

18

New Zealand

8.523

3

18

Germany

11.345

10

19

Hong Kong

9.763

2

19

Austria

8.070

-2

19

England

10.364

-2

20

Hungary

9.357

-2

20

Latvia

7.901

-1

20

Spain

10.047

-1

21

England

8.017

-1

21

Spain

7.595

4

21

New Zealand

9.794

0

22

Lithuania

6.561

1

22

Chinese Taipei

7.500

2

22

Latvia

8.977

-2

23

Spain

6.350

2

23

Turkey

7.220

3

23

Denmark

6.377

-1

24

Slovakia

6.234

2

24

Finland

7.046

-9

24

Belarus

6.197

1

25

Australia

6.203

2

25

Slovakia

6.371

-5

25

Austria

5.918

-2
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Beijing’s iconic ‘Water
Cube’ - transformed
into the ‘Ice Cube’ for
the Winter Olympic
and Paralympic
Games 2022
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A look forward
Next February and March, once again
our sport will take its prominent place
in the Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games.
With mixed doubles getting underway
before the opening ceremony and the
women’s final being among the very
last events to be staged, curling has an
unrivalled opportunity for exposure,
boosted even more by wheelchair
competition featuring every day of the
Paralympic Games.
Across the world, we must ensure we are
ready to take advantage of this exposure
and give curling the kind of “lift” that
was evident in the United States after
2018 when their men won gold.

Thank you!
Even through a season of
cancellation and disruption
caused by COVID-19, the World
Curling Federation continued to
deliver on competitions, events,
and programmes.
These were made possible by the
efforts of many — the Federation
staff, local event managers and
others, but mostly by volunteers.
A variety of international, national,
and local organisations and
authorities also played their part.
When circumstances become more
normal in the coming months, more
volunteers and helpers will continue
to expand our activities, but in the
meanwhile, the Board and staff of
the World Curling Federation wish
to say “thank you” to all those who
have helped the federation through
these most difficult of times.

In China itself, our legacy will include
a new five-sheet facility, available for
general use in Beijing’s Olympic Park,
while new curling ice and activity is
being developed across the country.
I hope that each of us will do all we can
to give continuing impetus to maintain
and grow our sport beyond its already
high profile.
As we continue to recover from the
COVID pandemic, our competition
calendar is bursting at the seams,
with qualification events scheduled for
Finland, the Netherlands and Turkey
and off the ice, we have never been
busier, with many initiatives now
gathering pace.
There is so much happening within our
governance. Changes within the board
may see us introducing independent
Directors to ensure the widest possible
range of skills and shape the strategic
approach of the Federation over the
coming years.

We are making big strides in gender
equality and I am particularly pleased
that we will now have parity across our
Olympic events — ten men’s teams, ten
women’s teams, and ten mixed doubles
teams. We should all realise — and
celebrate — that we’ve come a long
way from the Nagano Games of 1998
when curling was re-introduced to the
Olympic programme.
We also have succession issues to
consider, which is just part of the work
of our Structural Review Group. Not
forgetting our on-going eight versus
ten ends debate — which, incidentally,
has been with us for a long time, since
before I first became involved with the
World Curling Federation in 1998 — and
the issue of timing of games. This will
need to be considered further and then
finally voted on at next year’s Congress.
Basically, our position is that we
are always looking at best practices
throughout sport as we consider any
possible governance or management
changes. We are continually evaluating
our approach to the stewardship of
curling with the purpose of bringing
us up to speed with contemporary
standards.
We have all been isolated in one way or
another by the COVID pandemic and as
the world emerges to the ‘new normal’,
I hope to meet as many members of our
curling family, in what will be my final
year in office.
I am looking forward to a bumper
season, to the introduction of
wheelchair mixed doubles and doing
everything I can to hand over our sport
and Federation in the best possible
shape to my successor.
World Curling Federation Annual Review 2020-2021
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Event Calendar
2021-2022 Season				
Event Name

Location

Start Date

End Date

World Curling Congress

Virtual

11 September 2021

11 September 2021

European Curling Championships 2021 C-Division

Geneva, Switzerland

12 September 2021

17 September 2021

Pre-Olympic Qualification Event 2021 (Mixed Doubles)

Erzurum, Turkey

05 October 2021

08 October 2021

Pre-Olympic Qualification Event 2021 (Men & Women)

Erzurum, Turkey

10 October 2021

15 October 2021

World Wheelchair Curling Championship 2021

Beijing, China

23 October 2021

30 October 2021

Pacific-Asia Curling Championships 2021

Almaty, Kazakhstan

06 November 2021

13 November 2021

Le Gruyère AOP European Curling Championships 2021

Lillehammer, Norway

20 November 2021

27 November 2021

Olympic Qualification Event 2021 (Mixed Doubles)

Leeuwarden, Netherlands

05 December 2021

09 december 2021

Olympic Qualification Event 2021 (Men & Women)

Leeuwarden, Netherlands

11 December 2021

18 December 2021

Winter University Games

Engelberg, Switzerland

06 December 2021

14 December 2021

World Junior-B Curling Championships 2022

Lohja, Finland

03 January 2022

13 January 2022

World Mixed Doubles Qualification Event 2022

Forfar, Scotland

04 January 2022

09 January 2022

World Qualification Event 2022

Lohja, Finland

17 Januaryy 2022

22 January 2022

Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games

Beijing, China

02 February 2022

20 February 2022

Beijing 2022 Paralympic Winter Games

Beijing, China

04 March 2022

13 March 2022

World Junior Curling Championships 2022

Jönköping, Sweden

05 March 2022

12 March 2022

World Women’s Curling Championship 2022

Prince George, Canada

19 March 2022

27 March 2022

LGT World Men’s Curling Championship 2022

Las Vegas, United States

02 April 2022

10 April 2022

World Wheelchair Mixed Doubles Curling Championship 2022

TBD

20 April 2022

27 April 2022

World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship 2022

TBD

23 April 2022

30 April 2022

World Seniors Curling Championships 2022

TBD

23 April 2022

30 April 2022

European Curling Championships 2022 C-Division

TBD

01 May 2022

07 May 2022
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